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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MONROV 01957 221427Z 
ACTION AF-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-01 INR-01 /005 W 

221504Z 039472/53 

R 221335Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
TO USINFO WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4066 

UNCLAS MONROVIA 1957 

USIA FOR IOP/M, IAA, IBS, IPS; STATE FOR AF/P, AF/W MEDIA 
REACTION REPORT 

E.O. 11652N/A 

LIBERIAN MEDIA GAVE HEAVY COVERAGE TO REPEAL BRYD AMENDMENT BY U.S. 

CONGRESS. ELTV’S I. VAN FISK DEVOTED APPROXIMATELY ONE QUARTER 
EVENING NEWSCAST TO STORY. RADIO STATIONS ELBC AND ELWA LIKEWISE 
OFFERED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE. THE INFLUENTIAL "LIBERIAN AGE" OF 
MARCH 18 HEADLIND, "TOLBERT HAILS BYRD REPEAL - A SIGNIFICANT ACT" 

AND RAN FRONT PAGE 25 COLUMN INCH STORY DESCRIBING PRESIDENT TOLBERT" 

S 

REACTION TO REPEAL. THE "AGE" WENT ON TO EDITORIALIZE UNDER "AN 
ARTICULATE RESPONSE: THE REPEALING OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT IS THE MOST 
POSTIVE STEP SO FAR IN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION OF U.S. PRESIDENT 
JIMMY CARTER REFLECTING GENUINE ATTEMPT TO ACCELERATE CHANGE IN AFRIC 
A 

LEADING TOWARDS THE REALIZATION OF THE ASPIRATIONS OF THE AFRICANS IN 
THEIR LIBERATION STRUGGLE. 

"BY THIS ACT, WE THICK THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS TO 
PARAPHRASE PRESIDENT TOLBERT S WORDS, IS HOPEFULLY BECOMING 
"MORE ARTICULATE AND EFFECTIVE" IN CHOOSING UPLIFTING PRIORITIES, 

AS WELL AS PREPARED TO "PROMOTE A UNIVERSAL CONSCIENCE FOR 
INTERNATIONAL DIGNITY AND DEVELOPMENT." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MONROV 01957 221427Z 

"WHEN PRESIDENT TOLBERT SPOKE BEFORE THE AMERICAN CONGRESS LAST 
YEAR. HE CALLED FOR THE REPEAL OF THE BYRD AMENDMENT AS ONE OF 
THE PRIORITIES FOR BRINGING DIGNITY AND SERENITY TO SOUTHERN 
AFRICA." IF THIS IS A RESPONSE TO THAT PLEA, WE CONSIDER IT A 
VICTORY AND DO APPLAUD THE AMERICAN CONGRESS AND THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION." 
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THE "SUNDAY EXPRESS" DEVOTED HALF PAGE AND TWO STORIES TO 
TOPIC. UNDER "REPEAL OF BYRD AMENDMENT IN U.S. - DR. TOLBERT 
EXPRESS SATISFACTION," THE WEEKLY DESCRIBES THE LIBERIAN CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE S EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE REPEAL AND HIS STRONG APPROVAL 
OF ACTION BY U.S. CONGRESS. AS A SECOND ARTICLE THE "EXPRESS" 

RAN IPS’S "BAN ON RHODESIAN CHROME - A VICTORY FOR U.S. BLACK 
CAUCUS." THE "LIBERIAN STAR," BESET BY TECHNICAL PROBLEMS, 

HAS NOT COME OUT SINCE NEWS OF REPEAL. 

CARTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BYRD AMENDMENT, CHROMIUM, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
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Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MONROV01957 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770098-0055 
Format: TEL 
From: MONROVIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770335/aaaabekb.tel 

Line Count: 71 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 
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Subject: NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS 
TAGS: SOPN 
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Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1cec34b4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



